Jere Krischel

1611 Verdugo Boulevard La Canada, CA 91011
Tel: (626) 390-9095 jere@krischel.org

Senator Norm Coleman
2550 University Avenue W. Suite 100 North
St. Paul, MN 55114

Friday, May 16, 2008

Dear Senator Coleman,

I strongly implore you to vote against the upcoming Akaka Bill. As a native of the Hawaiian islands with ances-
try going back over 100 years, who is a product of the multi-cultural and multi-racial melting pot of Hawaii, |
beg you not to separate my people by blood.

Although the Akaka Bill supporters wish you to believe that there was once a native Hawaiian only Kingdom,
and that it was usurped by the United States unfairly, this fiction could not be farther from the truth. The King-
dom of Hawaii was created by a multi-ethnic team, including Kamehameha the Great, his son-in-law and for-
mer British sailor John Young, botanist Spaniard Don Marin, and a host of others. The first constitution of the
Hawaiian Kingdom in 1840 nobly declared that all people were "of one blood" (“God hath made of one blood
all nations of men, to dwell on the face of the earth in unity and blessedness. God has also bestowed certain
rights alike on all men, and all chiefs and all people of all lands.”) - enshrining civil rights over 100 years before
the United States' civil rights movement led by Dr. King. And the only participation the United States had dur-
ing the 1893 Hawaiian Revolution was the landing of 162 peacekeepers who remained strictly neutral in the
conflict.

The Akaka Bill promises to separate the people of my homeland by race, when today they are intermixed as
thoroughly as any population has ever been. The Akaka Bill promises to elevate one set of cousins over an-
other, pitting brother against brother. And the Akaka Bill promises to allow a tiny native Hawaiian elite to de-
fine and decide who is allowed in their new government, and who is not. Much like the current Cherokee
Freedmen debacle where an ethnic Cherokee elite is trying to disenfranchise other tribal members solely on
race, the Akaka Bill gives no constitutional guarantees to those who may be placed under this new native Ha-
waiian government. These new Akaka Tribe leaders will have the power to decide who is and who is not native
Hawaiian enough to be in their tribe, regardless of how much native Hawaiian ancestry they may have. Other
native American tribes already suffer from this kind of despotism, and the Akaka Bill promises to bring that to
Hawaii.

Ethnic nationalism is never moral, and it pains me to see good senators misled by native Hawaiian victimhood
activists, who would undo over 200 years of integration in Hawaii and replace it with apartheid.

Please, vote no on the Akaka Bill, and withdraw your sponsorship for this bill which promises to be so painful
to my people.

Mahalo,
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Jere Krischel
civil rights activist



