98-282 Kaonohi Street #101
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Senator Norm Coleman
2550 University Avenue W. Suite 100 North
St. Paul, MN 55114

May 18, 2008
Dear Senator Coleman,

I am a Hawaiian American and | oppose the Akaka Bill, and while I do not tout the Bible , Jesus Christ
said it best when he said that no man can have two masters. The insistence of our senators and
representatives that Hawaiians need federal recognition is a misconception. Recognition will be for the
governing entity as quasi-sovereign. Native Hawaiians who will fall under the jurisdiction of a Hawaiian
government with tribal status will lose recognition as citizens having equal protection under the law; their
rights will no longer be recognized by the federal government as declared in the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights. As it stands, the Federal government recognizes Native Hawaiians.

The federal government does not recognize Native American Indians and Native Alaskans, who are
enrolled tribal members, as individuals. It is the tribal governments with all the land, power and wealth
who are federally recognized as the sovereigns. Enrolled tribal members fall under tribal government
jurisdiction and ambiguous tribal laws. As an example, thousands of Native American Indians have been
disenrolled from their tribes and evicted from tribal lands. Those people will never have their day in
court.

The Akaka Bill proposes that Hawaiians will fall under a federal policy which imitates Federal Indian
Policy. Federal Indian Policy promotes tribalism and protects tribal governments - not individual
American Indian citizens. American Indian citizens are at the mercy of their tribes. The Akaka bill
purports to restore rights somehow perceived to have been lost by Native Hawaiians. The individual
rights of all subjects regardless of race were recognized under the first constitution of the Hawaiian
Kingdom and that did not change after the Overthrow, Annexation, and Statehood to the present day.

Thoreau wrote in Civil Disobedience “That government is best which governs least.” Adding
another layer of government will only intrude in people’s lives. Rights are inherent for all people by
virtue of their humanity, not by virtue of their ancestry or nationality. The Bill of Rights does not grant
rights; it clearly states what actions the United States government cannot take and was written to protect
the rights of all the people. What the Akaka bill proposes would infringe upon people’s rights including
those whom it pretends to benefit.

Very truly yours,

Kaleihanamau Johnson
Phone: (808) 551-1630
Email: hanajohnson01@yahoo.com



